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SUB J : SOVIET COMMENT ON ARRESTS IN MAI, TAN ARMY 

1 . SOVIET CHARGE BARAKHNINE WAS HOST AT SOVIET 
EMBASSY FILM SHOWING APRIL 27 FOR AMERICAN EMBASSY 
FAMILIES, A RETURN ENGAGEMENT FOR SIMILAR SHOWING WE 
HAD FOR THEM. I ASKED BARAKHNINE WHAT HE KNEW ABOUT 
ARRESTS AT KAT. HE SAID HE HAD HEARD OF ELEVEN 
ARRESTS AND ASKED IF WE JUDGED IT AN ORGANIZED COUP 
ATTEMPT. I SAID NO; IT APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN SPREAD- 
ING DISCONTENT RATHER THAN AN ORGANIZED MOVE AGAINST 
THE REGIME. HE AGREED CAUTIOUSLY. HE WAS INTENSELY 
INTERESTED WHEN I TOLD HIM THAT AT LEAST TWO SENIOR 
MALIAN OFFICIALS HAD ADMITTED ARRESTS TO US. 
BARAKHNINE AGREED THAT MILITARY COMMITTEE WOULD 
HAVE TO PRESENT PUBLIC EXPLANATION SOON. 

2. BARAKHNINE ADDED THAT DEFENSE MINISTER DOUKARA 
AND A "LARGE ENTOURAGE" HAD COME TO THE SOVIET 
EMBASSY THAT DAY TO PRESENT A WREATH ON THE 
OCCASION OF THE DEATH OF MARSHALL GRECHKO. THUS 
IT APPEARS THAT DOUKARA IS NOT UNDER ARREST, BUT 
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